Winton Cup Report

8-9 April, 2006

For those who don’t know, the Winton Cup is an annual, 6-weapon team competition between all the regions.  In ’05, Southern were relegated from the top division into the second, called the Southcombe Cup, so this year we hoped to reverse our fortunes.

Despite being a fencer down in our ladies épée and men’s foil teams, we were able to call in short-term reinforcements (Lucy and myself) in the majority of their matches and all teams fought well over the course of the weekend and with good spirit.  (Whiskey, in most cases).

There was a good atmosphere and camaraderie amongst the region, and on the Saturday evening we enjoyed a good meal out at an Italian… complete with balloons for my birthday.  Our good form continued into Sunday, with everyone supporting and encouraging each other.  All of this was justly rewarded – Southern’s overall tally of 185 victories was enough to win the Southcombe Cup and, consequently, a well-deserved promotion to the top division in the forthcoming Winton Cup, to be held in the first weekend of June this year.

I’d like to thank everyone, both fencers and supporters, for all their efforts. 

Alain Barbasiewicz

