Southern Region Secretary’s Report 2006/2007

One of the biggest things we have taken on is the collection of data. We have a long way to go but are very grateful to all those confirming they are happy for us to keep their details on computer.  We need a lot more information on club contacts and coaches but it is coming in slowly and does/will make it much easier to keep everyone aware of what is happening across the region.

The website has been kept up to date by Ray and is well used however, we do need to find a new web-master as Ray would like to hand this on.

We are creating ‘jobs’ to make it easier to cover each area properly.  There is now a coach coordinator who will keep coach details and be able to ensure they know of events in the region and to help co-ordinate development. We will have a team administrator in place for the 2007 Cadet Winton Team and Senior Winton.

The first event was the U14 and U18 team foil at Bourne End Bucks on 12th March.

12 U14 teams were entered, 1 more team than last year. The event was won by Salle Eton ‘A’, second Newbury and third Oxford. 9 Teams entered the U18’s (last year this event was not held) Radley ‘A’ won followed by Salle Eton and RGS.

In July we held the first Southern Region development day 47 invited youngsters attended (this never being intended for novice fencers.). A team of coaches took each weapon group through footwork, coaching and fencing. This was interspersed with sessions on weapon fault finding refereeing and looking after your body. Meanwhile 40 adults were back in the classroom learning about refereeing, armory, child protection and how to run a competition. The Army provided a delicious barbeque lunch – thanks to Andrew Lewis.  

In November the BYC qualifiers and adult competitions were held on 2 Sundays at a new venue in Aldershot. Running both youth and adults at the same time lead to a long day but meant that more referees were already in situ. The committee is currently investigating a larger venue to accommodate more pistes. 38 seniors/adults competed as against 16 last year when the foil competition did not take place. Numbers for the youth competitions were also up considerably from 152 last year to 203 this year. Of our foil qualifiers we already have one new national champion for 2007 Eliza Hall in the U12 girls! a runner up in Ben Peggs in the U18 boys and Bronze medals for both Tom Allen in U16 and Joe Sale U14 . 

Mention must also be made of Saskia Douglas national silver medalist at the U10 foil and Rebecca Mayle who won silver at the national U12 epee competition before it was included this year in the main BYC’s. Of course our epee and sabre Southern qualifiers will be representing the region next weekend at Stoke so I therefore must mention the following medalists from last year Ben White who came 3rd U16 boys epee and Felix Wood who came 3rd in U16 boys sabre.

The following seniors have competed at Internationals

‘A’ grades:  Phillipe Barbasiewiecz - Poitiers & Lisbon (L64), Berne, Tallinn & Stockholm and Al Barbasiewiecz - Poitiers, Berne & Stockholm 

‘B’ grades:  Steve Bateman - Stockholm 

Alicia Cooke WF and Paul Dazeley ME have consistently represented GBR as Juniors, including competing at the Junior Europeans and the following have represented GBR as cadets Ben Peggs MF, Grace Stafford, Laura Wiltshire and Nikki Barlow WF, Ben White (who also competed at the Cadet World Championships) ME, Rachael Lewis, WS. Additionally youngsters Florence Amey, Rebecca Douglas, Jzuee Pradhan, Verity Ridgeon, Tom Allen, Will Fotherby, Joe Sale and Felix Wood were invited to take part in various European youth trips.

Congratulations to all our talented Southern fencers!

For information:

Coaching:

Level 1&2 Course commences
  Friday, 16th February 

First Aid Course:





  Sunday15th April

Next event:

Regional team competition
  Sunday  22nd April  
Don’t forget:
Regional Development Day
  Sunday, 1st July 
Provisional dates for your diary: 

Regional foil




Sunday 4th November 

Regional Epee and Sabre

Sunday 18th November 

